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Reforms not a bad word;
this is India’s decade: PM
OppnMPsstagewalkoutafterLoPMallikarjunKhargenotallowedtointervene
ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,3 July

U rging state governments to
embrace the spirit of competition
to attract foreign investments,

Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said reforms are not a
bad word. He said governments should
neither shy away from undertaking
reforms nor fear that it could cost them
the seat of power.

Replying to thePresident’s address in
theRajya Sabha, the PM said the current
decade was India’s moment but the evi-
dence from the recent past is that the
countrymissedopportunities todevelop
a mistake it should not repeat. He said
the country should seize opportunities
to leverage its demographic dividend of
a young population.

Modi took potshots at the Congress
over making the 2024 general elections
about theprotectionof theConstitution,
saying Indians voted on the plank only
once when they threw out the Indira
Gandhi government in 1977 after the
Emergency.

He accused the Congress and INDIA
bloc parties for opposing Constitution
Day, prompting them to shout slogans
and termModi a "liar".

Leader of theOpposition in theRajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, wanted to
intervene but was not allowed, leading

to the oppositionMPs staging awalkout.
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar also

condemned the walkout, calling it an
insult to the Constitution.

He said countries that gained their
independence at the same time as India
undertook reforms in the 1980sandhave
emerged as developed economies.

“Even if late, India couldcatchupand
fulfill the aspirations of its people,” the
PMsaid, advocatinggreaterparticipation
of the common people.

In his nearly two-hour speech, Modi
asserted thathe learnt the importanceof
federalism from his years as the Gujarat
chiefminister.He reiteratedhis commit-
ment to strengthening“cooperative com-
petitive federalism”, and said states
should compete on issues of develop-
ment, good governance, and policy for-
mulation, generating employment and
attracting foreign investments.

ThePMsaidevery statehas anoppor-
tunity when the world is knocking on
India’s doors. He said competition
among states will help the youth as new
opportunities will be created.

Heencouraged thestates toconstitute
policies and frame the laws that enhance
‘Ease of Living’ among the citizens and
asked states to come together to fight cli-
mate change.

Modi advocated more efficient deci-
sion-making by the government, the
need to reduce its interference in the life
of thecitizenswhilemaintaininggovern-
ment’s support for those who need it.
“India is the first choice of the world,”
the PM said.

UPconstable-turned-baba
at centreof Hathras stampede

Tollat121;
CMorders
judicial
probe
UttarPradeshChiefMinister
YogiAdityanathon
Wednesdayannounceda
judicialprobeintothe
Hathrastragedywhilenot
rulingoutthepossibilityofa
“conspiracy”behindthe
stampedethatkilled121
people.Healsosaidthe
“sevadars”(volunteers
workingfortheorganisers)
shouldhavetakenthe
victimstothehospital.
Peopleweredyingandthe
“sevadars”fled,heclaimed.

Areportsubmittedby
SikandraRausub-divisional
magistrate(SDM)tothe
districtmagistratesaidthat,
chaoscausedafterNarayan
SakaarHari’sfollowerswere
pushedbythegodman’s
securityanda“slippery
slope”resultedinthe
stampede.TheSDM,who
gavepermissionforthe
religiouscongregation,was
alsopresentatthevenue
whentheincidentoccurred,
accordingtothereport. PTI

“(CONGRESS IS) THE BIGGEST
OPPONENT OF THE CONSTITUTION”

“WEMUSTACKNOWLEDGETHEFACT
THATTHE INCIDENTSOFVIOLENCE IN
MANIPURAREONACONTINUOUS
DOWNWARDTRAJECTORY”
NARENDRA MODI
PrimeMinister

NANDINI SINGH & AGENCIES
NewDelhi, 3 July

Before he became a religious preacher, Baba
Narayan Hari, aka Saakar Vishwa Hari Bhole
Baba,wasaconstableintheUttarPradeshPolice.
In thepolice force, hisnamewasSuraj Pal.

Now around 60 years old, Pal quit the
police force in the 1990s and established an
ashram in his native village of
Bahadurnagar in Kasganj dis-
trict, around 65km from
Hathras, the site of Tuesday's
stampede that killed at least 121
people. The ashram is spread
over 30acres.

Postersandvideospostedon
the preacher’s YouTube chan-
nel, which hasmillions of view-
ers and boasts 31,000 sub-
scribers, show him dressed in
kurtas or mostly in pristine
white suits and ties, oftensport-
ing sunglasses. In most of the
videos,BholeBaba is seenhold-
ing a microphone in his hand,
seatedonanornatesilverthrone
with his wife by his side,
addressing vast gatherings of
primarilywomen,almostallofwhomaresitting
on the ground, hands folded in reverence. The
devotees addresshiswife as “Matashri”.

ADalit fromtheJatavcaste, thepreacherhas
asignificant followingamongScheduledCastes
and Other Backward Classes in rural Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh.
“Humanitywasthetruereligion, is thetruereli-
gion and will always be the true religion,” he is
quoted as saying in aposter.

Bhole Babamoves around with a cavalcade
of cars. To protect himself from devotees who

wouldrushto touchhis feet, collecthis “charan
dhuli” (dust fromhisfeet)andseekhisblessings,
he had formed a security team known as
Narayani Sena, which has pink-coloured uni-
forms. The Sena comprises both men and
women guards, whowould escort him to gath-
erings.TheseSenamembers, called“sevadars”,
alsomanageseatingarrangementsandsecurity
at his “satsangs”, or congregations.

In several videos, the details
of the gathering on Tuesday
were given out, and devotees
wereexhortedtoattendthe“sat-
sang” in largenumbers.Around
250,000peoplegathereddespite
permission being given for only
80,000, according to the police
first information report (FIR).
Twomore such “satsangs”were
planned for later this month in
andaroundAgra.

A day after the stampede
in Hathras, residents of
Bhole Baba’s native village
Bahadurnagar praised him for
never asking for any donation
or “chadhava” (offerings) from
anyone. When asked how the
preacher constructed a

“BhavyaDham” (palatial ashram), thevillagers
toldPTI that itwasbuilt outof voluntarydona-
tions he received fromdevotees.

The locals said the preacher does not have
anychildren.Missingsincethestampede,Bhole
Baba is said to be present in an ashram in
Mainpuri. The preacher addressed gatherings
mostlyonthefirstTuesdayofeverymonth,with
village committees collecting funds fromdevo-
teesfororganisingthecongregations.According
to reports quoting police officials, the preacher
has faced legal troubles in thepast.

DalitpreacherhasfollowingamongSCsandOBCs inruralUP,Rajasthan,MP

Moreallies findspaceon
Cabinetpanels inNDA3.0

Poster of ‘Bhole Baba’ in
Hathras. Missing since
the stampede, he is
said to be present in
an ashram in Mainpuri

ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,3 July

TheNational Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government on Wednesday constituted
eight cabinet committees, including the
country’shighestdecision-makingbodies
onsecurityandeconomicaffairs. It induct-
ed Union ministers from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)’s alliance partners, the
Janata Dal United (JDU), Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) and others, into key commit-
tees. When the Cabinet committees were
first formedinNDA1.0 in2014, ithadfour
members from allies. This fell to three in
2019 but has increased to seven this time.

The government also renamed the
Cabinet Committee on Employment and
Skill Development. According to a notifi-
cation issued on Wednesday, it is now
called the Cabinet Committee on Skill,
Employment, andLivelihood.

In thecabinet committees constituted
on June 5, 2019, after the Narendra Modi
government returned to power, three of
theBJP’s allieshad foundrepresentation.
Union ministers Harsimrat Kaur Badal
(Shiromani Akali Dal), RamVilas Paswan
(Lok Janshakti Party) and Arvind Sawant
(Shiv Sena) weremembers. By the end of
thegovernment’s tenure, theallieshadno
representation in anyof the cabinet com-
mittees. While Paswan had passed away,
the other two had parted ways with the
BJP by then. According to Wednesday’s

notification, the Cabinet Committee on
Security, headed by the Prime Minister,
remains unchanged from the previous
government since Union ministers hold-

ingDefence,Home,FinanceandExternal
Affairs portfolios areunchanged.

The Cabinet Committee onEconomic
Affairs (CCEA) now has 11 members.
According to theCabinetSecretariatnoti-
fication dated June 6, 2019, the CCEA in
the beginning of the previous govern-
ment’s tenure comprised a dozen mem-
bers.By theendof its tenure,according to
the notification dated December 8, 2023,
it consistedof eightmembers.

Prominent additions to the CCEA are
Union ministers Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
HD Kumaraswamy (Janata Dal-Secular)
andRajeevRanjanSingh(JDU).Fiveyears
back, Narendra Singh Tomar, who held
the portfolios of Agriculture, Rural
DevelopmentandPanchayatiRaj,waspart
of the committee. In the new Cabinet
Chouhan and Rajiv Ranjan Singh hold
theseportfolios.

The Minister of Heavy Industries was
not part of the CCEA in June 2019, but
Kumaraswamy,whoholdstheportfolio in
the current government, is aCCEAmem-
ber now. Other ministries missing from
the CCEA, if compared with its composi-
tion in June 2019, are Chemicals and
Fertilizers (held by DV Sadanand Gowda
then),LawandJustice,Communications,
Electronics and IT (held by Ravi Shankar
Prasad) and Food Processing Industries
(heldbyHarsimratKaurBadal).
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CCEA COMPOSITION On July 3

Portfolio
NarendraModi PrimeMinister
RajNathSingh Defence
AmitShah HomeAffairs
NitinGadkari RoadTransport

&Highways
NirmalaSitharaman Finance
S Jaishankar ExternalAffairs
DharmendraPradhan Education
PiyushGoyal Commerceand

lndustry

NEW
Shivraj Singh Agricultureand
Chouhan FarmersWelfare;&

RuralDevelopment

ALIES
HDKumaraswamy Heavy lndustries

andSteel
RajivRanjanSingh PanchayatiRaj&
alias LalanSingh Fisheries,Animal

Husbandry&Dairying
Note: The rest were part of the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs on June 5, 2019 (1st panels formed in
NDA 2.0) as well as December 8, 2013 (last reconstitution
in NDA 2.0)


